_ Test 1 [ Cottong /"

PAPER 1 READING AND USE OF ENGLISH (1 hour 15 minutes)
Part 1

For questions 1-8, read the text below and choose which answer (A, B, C or D] best
completes each gap. Here is an example (0).

Example:

0 A mention B refer C talk D specify

Answer: Lg ll__A: isEmc :_E_J

The Hackney Cab

The words commonly used by Londoners to (0] ............ to the black London taxi, their
most famous (1) ...cue..... of transport, does, in fact, have international origins. The
official name for the Lendon taxi is "hackney carriage’, a term which comes from the
French word ‘hacquenée’, meaning a general-purpose carriage that could be hired.
The first hackney carriages (2] ............ during the (3] ocouveee. of Queen Elizabeth I.
These horse-drawn carriages belonged to wealthy aristocrats, who hired them out
to less well-off (&) ............ of the gentry. ‘Cab’, a shortened form of another French
word, ‘cabriolet’, was the’name given to the faster, two-wheeled carriages that were
introduced from France during the nineteenth century. (5] ............ the word "taxi” has

a European dimension. The ‘taximeter’ was an instrument invented by a German,

Wilhelm Bruhn, in 1891. This machine (8] ............ an end to debates about the cost of a
cab ride as it measured the distance travelled and time taken of all (7] ............, allowing
the driver to (8] ...cceeue the customer an accurate fare.

A system

A appeared

A command

A parts
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A earn
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Reading and Use of English

D manner
D surfaced
D reign

D individuals
D Since

D left

D journeys

D credit
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Part 2

r questions 9-16, read the text below and think of the word which best completes
ch gap. Use one word only in each gap. Here is an example (0).

arptes (OO [ [T [T TTTTITITIL]]

Pokhora

is difficult to describe just (0) ............ beautiful the Himalayan city of Pokhora really is.

nowy mountain peaks serve as a backdrop to crystal-clear lakes surrounded by green

orests.

nce a major trade route (9] ..o India and Tibet, Pokhora is Nepal's second largest
ity. There are three main lakes in the area, 11) I most popular of (11).ccceec. is:
hewa Lake. Tourists come here (12) ............ their thousands to admire the mirror-like

vaters and relax amongst some truly spectacular scenery. Lakeside, a thriving resort

own, (13] .eieuenn emerged along the eastern shore of the lake and offers visitors
14) ...........wealth of hotels, restaurants and souvenir shops.
~or those [15) .vceennn want to get out and explore the countryside, bikes can (16) .coceruee-

hired to explore the lush green fields and the gorgeous little villages or to cycle along

river banks. Visitors can atso take a boat to visit the island temple of Barahi, situated in

the middle of Phewa Lake.

Reading and Use of English

Part3

For questions 17-24, read the text below. Then use the word in capitals at the end of
some of the lines to form a word that completes the gap in the same line. Here is an
example (0).

Example: @[FIAIS'H'I\O\N\MBILIE' I l l l I i | l ‘

How Healthy Are Fish Pedicures?

In the past few years, fish pedicures have become very (0]............. These  FASHION
(17)............involve a person placing their feet in a tank of water full oftiny ~ TREAT
Garra rufa fish. The fish nibble the person’s feet, eating and removing the

dead skin. The benefits are said to be (18] ............ g tae pedicures seem  NUMBER
to stimulate blood flow and improve (19) ............ , they make the skin ~ CIRCULATE

feel soft and clean, and they can help eliminate foot odour. Indeed, the

[20] e of fish pedicures has exploded in the past few years and ~ POPULAR
dozens of centres have opened nationwide.

However, there have been reports claiming that there is a risk associated

with fish pedicures. Some health experts warn that there isa(21) e POSSIBLE
that people could pick up an (22]........... from the water, the fish or other ~ INFECT
patients feet. Other experts claim the risk is small and that reports like

these (23)............ the problem. However, they do recommend that centres ESTIMATE

underge regular inspections to make sure the pedicures are not being

carried out in (24] ............ conditions. HYGIENE
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Test |
Part 4

For questions 25-30, complete the second sentence in each pair so that it has a similar
meaning to the first sentence. Use the word in capitals. Do not change the word in
capitals. You have to use between two and five words, including the word in capitals.
Here is an example (0).

Example:
0 They would be happier leaving the party early.
PREFER
B < A the party early.

The gap can be completed by ‘would prefer to leave’ so write:

Answer: E |

Write only the missing words IN CAPITAL LETTERS on your answer sheet.

WOULD PREFERTO LEAVE |

25  Ifyou ask me, they should do something to lower the price of petrol.
CONCERNED

NG vy o s e s T S P R R VS , they should do
something to lower the price of petrol.

26 | must say that | have never found football interesting.
INTEREST

| must say that | Rave NeVEr NEd ..ttt s
football.

27

28

29

30

Keading and Use or English

l'only did the teaching course because | wanted to teach abroad.

ORDER

l'only did the teaching course
abroad.

My teacher recommended that | should buy an advanced dictionary.

IDEA

My teacher said that it would be
an advanced dictionary.

I had a terrible headache and found it difficult to continue with my work.

GET

I found it diffiCUlt 10 cuucvceesemece e my work
as | had a terrible headache.

Provided you pay me back befora the weekend, I'll lend you the money.

You

D me back before the
weekend, I'll lend you the money.
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Part5

bu are going to read an extract from a short story about a woman called Ma Parker.
or questions 31-36, choose the best answer [A, B, C or D) according to the text.

The Life of Ma Parker

Vhen the literary gentleman, whose flat old Ma Parker cleaned every Tuesday, opened the
oor to her that morning, he asked after her grandson. Ma Parker stood on the doormat
“side the dark little hall, and she stretched out her hand to help her gentleman shut the door
jefore she replied. "We buried him yesterday, sir.” Poor old bird. She did look heartbroken.
| hope the funeralwasa-a- success, he said. Ma Parker gave no answer. She bent her head
1nd hobbled off to the kitchen.

t would take a whole book to describe the state of that kitchen. During the week the literary
jentleman ‘did for himself. That is to say, he emptied the tea leaves now and again into a jam
ar set aside for that purpose, and it he ran out of clean forks, he wiped over one or two on the
owel. Otherwise, as he explained to his friends, his ‘system’ was quite simple, and he couldn’t
understand why people made all this fuss about housekeeping.

You simply dirty everything you've got, get someone in once a week to clean up, and the
thing's done.’

The result looked like a gigantic dustbin. Even the floorwas littered with toast crusts, envelopes,
cigarette ends. But Ma Parker bore him no grudge. She pitied the poor gentleman for having
no one to look after him. Out of the smudgy little window you could see an immense expanse
of sad-looking sky, and whenever there were clouds, they locked very worn, old clouds, frayed
at the edges, with hales in them or dark stains like tea.

While the water was heating, Ma Parker began sweeping the floor. 'Yes,” she thought, as the
broom knocked, "what with one thing and another I've had my share of misfortune. I've had a
hard life.

Evert the neighbours said that of her. Many a time hobbling home, she heard them, waiting at
the corner, or leaning over their fences, say among themselves, ‘'She’s had a hard life, has Ma
Parker.’ It was true and she wasn't in the least proud of it. A hard life!

At sixteen she'd left Stratford and come up to London as a kitchen maid. Yes, she was born in
Stratford-on-Avon. Shakespeare? People were always asking her about him. But she'd never
heard his name until she saw it at the theatre.

Nothing remained in her memory of Stratford except ‘sitting in the fireplace to see the stars
through the chimney” and "Mother always had her joint of meat hanging from the ceiling’. And
there was something - 2 bush at the front door - that smelt ever so nice. But the bush was very
vague. She'd only remembered it once or twice in the hospital, when she'd been taken bad.

And that was an awful place - her first place of work in London. She was never allowed out.
She never went upstairs except for prayers morning and evening. And the cook was a cruel
wornan. She used to snatch away her letters from home before she'd read them and throw
them in the fire because they made her dreamy. And the beetles! Would you believe it? Until
she came to London, she'd never seen a black beetle. Here Ma always gave a little laugh. Not
to nave seen a black beetle! Well! It was as if you said you'd never seen your own feet.

When that family sold up, she worked as ‘help’ at a doctor’s house, and after two years there,
running around from morning till night, she'd married her husband.

31
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Reading and Use of English

What do we learn about Ma Parker in the first paragraph?

A

B
c
D

She doesn’t like cleaning the man’s house.
She is about to go to a funeral.

There has been a death in her family.

She works for a man who is ill.

What does the auther suggest about the literary gentleman?

A

o O w

M

o O w >

He never did anything for himself.

He didn't think housework was a prc;blem.

He thought he was too important to do housework.
He always had enough clean forks.

a Parker

felt sorry for the man. -
was shocked at how untidy the kitchen was.
was sad whenever she entered the kitchen.

wished the man had a wife.

Ma Parker’s neighbours

A
B
c
D

annoyed her.

were worried about her.
understood what her life was like.
were proud of her.

The author mentions Stratford-on-Avon to show that

A

B
c
1]

When Ma Parker thinks ‘It was as if you said you'd never seen your own feet’, she

Ma Parker came from a theatrical background.

life there was completely different to life in London.

Ma Parker didn't have pleasant memories of living there.
Ma Parker’s memories of the place were fading.

means

A

o O w

she thought the beetles were funny.
the beetles made cleaning the house unpleasant.
it was common to see beetles in London. .

beetles were always getting under her feet.

33
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Test 1

Part 6

You are going to read an article about a man who is an expert at using a yo-yo. Six
sentences have been removed from the article. Complete the gaps (37-42] in the article
with the sentences A-G. There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use.

SPIN DOCTOR

In his youth, Lawrence Sayegh dreamt of
performing in vaudeville, but his career took
a different spin. He became nine-time world
champicn and international master trickster
of ... the yo-yo. He has wowed audiences in 26
countries, most states of the US, and on countless
film and television screens. Today, at 64, he is still
spinning, much to everyone’s delight.

Sayegh says he was searching for a sport when
he found the yo-yo. '| was too short for basketball,
too light for football, too nervous for baseball,” he
says. When the Duncan Yo-Yo Company
began holding neighbourhood competitions in the
1940s, he won every contest within biking distance
of his home. He became so good that Duncan
eventually barred him from the contests.

His parents, however, were sceptical of their son's
talent. ‘They were both born in Damascus. They
had a mom-and-pop grocery store and were very
much of the old school: work, work, work; make
something of yourself,” he says. The yo-yo didn’t
seem to offer a career path for Larry. But after
he graduated from high school, the president of
Duncan Yo-Yo contacted Sayegh and offered him a

job.[38] ]

Duncan sent its new recruit off to demonstrate the
company's product in the South and Southwest
of the United States, and in Europe. In 1952, the
company showed Sayegh off at a press conference
in Paris. At the time, Sayegh says, the yo-yo
was even more popular in Europe than in the

us. He was a huge hit. Actualités, the

French newsreel played in movie houses before

the feature, filmed Sayegh and his yo-yo tricks in
settings all around Paris and put him onscreen all
over the country.

Two years later, Sayegh won his first world
championship in another competition sponsored
by Duncan. Over the next eight years, until Duncan
went out of business and the contest folded with
the company, he won every year. In 1958, Ford
Motor Company demonstrated its product’s
unbeatably smooth ride to prospective buyers in
Australia by filming Sayegh, yo-yos spinning, atop
the roof of a moving car in Tasmania. Today, he can
still carry on a conversation while tossing yo-yos
with both hands in elaborate configuraticns - and
he can nestle a yo-yo into your shirt pocket from
across the room with a flick of his wrist.

When Duncan Yo-Yo went out of business, Sayegh
began manufacturing yo-yos of his own patented
design. He embeds six weights on each side to
give them balanced mass for good momentum and
links the halves with a maple-wood axle.
He runs the shop alone and has preduced more
than a million yo-yos, all of which he has sold
through private shows and television appearances.

These days, the yo-yo is enjoying a resurgence
in popularity and children are showing off their
spinning skills in malls from Seattle to Saudi
Arabia.[42] | Fifty per cent in my shop and fifty
per cent doing shows. This is nice, quiet solitude.’
he says, surveying his factory domain, "On the
other side, it's hectic all over the place.’

Reading and Use of English

A He may also be the only person in the
world who can send two yo-yos flying
off in different directions while deing
the limbo.

B Sayegh finds himself Living in what he
calls the best of both worlds.

C The family agreed he should take it.

D Itwasn't always obvious he had this
skill.

E But from the beginning, he seemed to

have a special knack for the spinning
toy on a string.

F There, he demonstrated tricks of his
own devising, with such names as
) ‘Pistol Pete” and ‘Overhand Crossfire’,
both of which involved two yo-yos and
multiple crossings of the strings.

G His assembly line, a mesmerising
contraption of bicycle parts, sewing-
machiqne parts and industrial castoffs,
allows him to single-handedly turn
out one brightly celoured plastic ye-yo
every forty-five seconds.
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Part7

su are going to read an article about four people who have taken up a hobby or

\terest. For each of the questions 43-52, choose one of the people

hoose the people more than once.

(A=D). You can

Nhich person

hinks their interest is becoming more popular?

.ays they never used to think they would be good at an activity?
says their interest requires a lot of practice?

says other people have liked their work?

says they find another activity difficult?

took up an activity because of a friend?

believes they will benefit from using different equipment?

compares the skills they need in one interest with the skills they

need in another interest?

says their creative interests were interrupted by other things?

believes they don't fit a stereotype?

\‘
A

B~
(5)

&=~
5] &)

=~

=] 5] [5] [5] |&]

| i -
A U -

Reading and Use of English

Developing your Talents

How a hobby or interest can transform lives.

A Colin Bartley

I'd shown an interest in art as a teenager and
people often complimented me on my work and
they'd tell me | should develep my talent. But
as often happens with young pecple, creative
interests are put to one side as we struggle
with our academic subjects or start to take an
interest in girls. Anyway, | never really did any
painting for many years. | sometimes picked
up a pencil and paper and did some drawing,
but even then, it was only to kill time. Then a
mate of mine persuaded me to go to evening
classes with him. It was only a couple of hours
every week but it gave me the chance to do
some painting and there were no distractions.
I'm really enjoying myself. | don’t think I'll ever
earn money from it but that's not the reason
I'm doing it.

Madeleine Curry

| started writing about five years age when | did
a short course at my local college. | then spent
a year studying creative writing part-time at
university. | used to be a photographer and in
some ways the two activities share similarities.
Writers are always observing everyday events,
hoping to get an idea for their next story, much
like @ photographer is always looking for that
great shot. Today, writers have the chance to
self-publish and there’s no barrier to getting
your novel into the hands of readers. Eecause
of this, more and more people are taking up
writing. Some say the drawback is you don't
have the satisfaction of a publisher saying your
book is good enough for them to publish. But
if people buy your book and the feedback is
positive, that's all the praise you need.

c

Grayson Collins

Believe it or not, I'm a builder by profession, not
the most likely of occupations for an amateur
dancer. When | was growing up, nobody in my
family showed any interest in dancing and |
wasn't any different. That all changed when
Karen and | got married. Karen is mad about
Latin dancing and we started going to classes
together. I'd never done it before so we were
put into separate groups but | discovered | have
a talent for it. The teacher reckons | have a
natural rhythm and feel for Latin dancing. That
doesn’'t mean it comes easily. | have to do the
dances again and again before | get them right
but | %enjoy learning new routines, especially
now I'm dancing in the same group as my wife.
I'm trying to get my friends to take it up as well.
| know they'd enjoy themselves if they gave it
atry.

Sophie Macpherson

| started designing websites about six years
ago. At first it was just a hobby but | found
myself enjoying it. It's the blend of design
along with the need for 8 mathematical eye for
coding that appeals to me. It comes naturally
to me, unlike the guitar, which I've been trying
to play for years with little success. Over time
| found myself getting guite a few jobs, and
before | knew it | didn't have enough time to
do both web design and my full-time job. So
| left my job and set up my own business. ['ve
recently taken out a business loan to invest in
new hardware and software. Hopefully, it will
enable me to take my design skills to a higher
level. | think I'm lucky. I'm doing a job | enjoy,
earning enough money to get by and I'm able

- to feed my creativity at the same time.

37




Test 1

PAPER 2 WRITING (1 hour 20 minutes)

Part 1

You must answer this question. Write your answer in an appropriate style (140-190
words).

1 In your English class you have been talking about studying English.
Now your English teacher has asked you to write an essay.

Write an essay using all the notes and give reasons for your point of view.

ceceecececaececcaecaeaeccctecet

Essay question

‘“The best way to improve your English language skills is to
spend some time in an English-speaking country!
Do you think this is true?

Notes

Write about:

1. the benefits of being in an English-speaking country
2. the costs involved in studying abroad

3. your own idea

Now write your essay.

38




Writing

Part 2

You must write an answer to one of the questions 2-4. Write your answer in an
appropriate style (140-190 words).

2 You see this announcement in an English-language magazine:

Have you got a happy memory about an event at school that you'd like to share?

Send us an article telling us what happened, when it happened and who you were with.
Why was this event so memorable?

The best articles will be published in the magazine.

Write your article.

3 You have received an email from your English-speaking friend, Chris. Read this
part of the email and then write your email to Chris.

From: Chris
Subject: Place to stay
A
Hil
It's great to hear you're coming to the UK to work. And to answer your question, yes, of course I'll be happy
to help you find a place to live. Let me know what kind of place you want, how long you want it for and if
you want somewhere quiet or nearer the centre.
v

Write your email.

A Vou have received an email from your boss. Read this part of the email and then
write your report.

From: Greg Thomas J
Subject: Staff training
A
As | mentioned in our meeting, we would like to get feedback on the recent staff training day and
suggestions about how future events could be improved.
Could you interview staff and write a report outlining their opinion of the training day and their
suggestions for future events.
v

Write your report.
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